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nation, or, at the least, to destroy the connection
between Church and State.

Besides these the many princes and nobles who
sought only to advance their own personal fortunes,
to become hereditary rulers in their governments,
whether of province, town or castle, knew clearly
what they wanted. Believing and even hoping, that
the ship of the state was breaking up, each tried to
possess himself of some fragment; but these selfish
wreckers can hardly be said to have had a policy.
The great majority of the nation were indeed con-
scious of the evils under which they were suffering,
but stood hesitating and uncertain by what means
they might be remedied.

Henry of Bourbon was the lineal descendant of
St. Lewis, but for ten generations none of his ances-
tors in the male line had sat on the French throne.
He was the champion and leader of a violent minor-
ity ; if he, a heretic, was enabled by the swords of
his Huguenots and by virtue of strict legitimist
principles to establish his claim to the throne, this
would be the triumph of one, and that the least
popular, of the three existing constitutional theories.

It was only a minority, chiefly composed of law-
yers, who asserted that indefeasible hereditary right
must, under all circumstances, determine the descent
of the Crown.

The principle of ultimate popular sovereignty,
that the King derives his power, if not from election,
at least from the consent of the people, historically
true of the earlier Capetian monarchy, and never
wholly forgotten, had been recently revived, mainly